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M H A  I N  P A R L I A M E N T   
 

 

Committee of Supply (COS) Debate 2022 
 

At the COS Debate in Parliament on 3rd March 2022, MIN K Shanmugam, 2MIN Josephine Teo, 
MOS Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim and MOS Desmond Tan outlined key initiatives undertaken by 
the Home Team to keep Singapore safe and secure. Here’s an overview of the issues that were 
raised.  
 

MIN K Shanmugam 

Singapore’s Approach to Criminal Justice 
>> Read the Speech by MIN K Shanmugam 

 
 
 

Minister Shanmugam started his speech by 
addressing Mr Derrick Goh’s question on the 
recent Court of Appeal Judgement on the 
constitutional challenge to Section 377A of the 
Penal Code. MIN said the Government’s stand 
has not changed and for such deeply divisive 
issues, we adopt a live and let live approach. 

JUDGEMENT ON S377A CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHALLENGE 
Our emphases on gradual evolution and on 
traditional families remain constant. However, 
since this issue was last discussed in 
Parliament in 2007, social attitudes towards 
homosexuality have gradually shifted. One of 
the things that upsets the LGBT+ community is 
that many feel that their experience of being 
hurt or rejected by their families, friends, 
schools, companies – is not recognised, 
indeed often denied.  

At the same time, a large majority want to 
preserve the overall tone of our society, in 
particular, the traditional view of marriage as 
being between a man and a woman, and that 
children should be raised within such a family 
structure. 

Their concern is not s377A per se, but the 
broader issues of marriage and family. Many 
among this group, also support 
decriminalising homosexual sex between men. 
Both these viewpoints are valid and 
important. 

Policies need to evolve to keep abreast of 
such changes in views. And legislation needs 
to evolve to support updated policies. The 
Government is considering the best way 
forward.  

MIN Shanmugam concluded his speech by 
replying to Mr Leon Perera’s suggestion about 
setting up an ombudsman to provide 
independent oversight of senior Government 
officials in respect to foreign interference. MIN 
said that to replicate an independent 
investigative mechanism will not solve the 
problem of checking the checkers. 

ON SUGGESTION FOR AN INDEPENDENT 
OMBUDSMAN FOR FICA 
If there is wrongdoing by anyone, whether a 
Minister or civil servant or private sector 
person, there will be investigations. Very few 
people doubt that. And over the years, we 
added on the checks. This Government has 
added on checks on itself, which are very rare 
elsewhere. 

We institutionalised it such that the CPIB can 
go straight to the Prime Minister. But where 
the Prime Minister himself is the possible 
subject of investigations, or if the Prime 
Minister doesn’t want to do something, the 
CPIB can go to the President. Not many 
countries have done this. 

If there is any wrongdoing or suspected 
wrongdoing known to anyone, including 
suspicion of foreign interference or influence, 
you can let CPIB know. CPIB has the resources 
to carry out the investigations and it has the 
ability to tap on other agencies for the 
appropriate additional help or work that 
needs to be done, and FICA put in place a 
framework where interactions will cross the 
line and you become the subject of foreign 
influence. So, there's a legal basis to that. 
If you take the senior appointments, including 
the Chief of CPIB, Chief Justice, Attorney-
General, all these, there are carefully 

https://www.mha.gov.sg/mediaroom/parliamentary/committee-of-supply-debate-2022-on-singapore-approach-to-criminal-justice


We must respect the different viewpoints, 
consider them carefully, talk to the different 
groups.   
If and when we decide to move, we will do so 
in a way that continues to balance these 
different viewpoints, and avoids causing a 
sudden, destabilising change in social norms 
or public expectations. 

constructed structures on these 
appointments. I would say, look at all that 
first, and look at the ground situation before 
we start talking about replicating more and 
more institutions outside. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2MIN Josephine Teo 

Enabling Home Team Transformation Through Technology 
>> Read the Speech by 2MIN Josephine Teo 
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MOS Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim 

Combating Drugs and Securing Singapore 
>> Read the Speech by MOS Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim 
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MOS Desmond Tan 

Safeguarding Singapore, Together 

>> Read the Speech by MOS Desmond Tan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Have a story to share? Connect with Us 

 

     
 

One Home, One Team – Together We Keep Our Home Safe and Secure 
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